
Council: Tuesday, 5 November 2013 
 
Administration Business Item: Councillor Helena Hart 
 
Amendment in the name of Councillor Barry Rawlings 
 
Breast Screening at Finchley Memorial Hospital 
 
Retain 1st and 2nd paragraphs and amend the rest to read: 

Council notes that due to the concerted efforts of many people from across 
the political spectrum NHS England have been persuaded to underwrite the 
costs involved in returning the Mobile Breast Screening Unit to the Finchley 
Memorial Hospital (FMH) site from 1st November 2013. 

Council also notes that at the Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee Meeting 
this was described as a temporary move while they sought other sites. 

Council believes that the only sustainable long-term solution is for a static unit 
to be based at FMH, and that at the recent Health & Well-Being Board Dr 
Clare Stephens, a member of the Clinical Commissioning Group Board, 
stated that a static unit was the best clinical solution. 

Council believes we must learn from Mike Freer MP's four year failure to 
deliver on his pledge, by leading a new campaign that is genuinely cross party 
and is not seen by health professionals as mere political posturing. 

Council therefore calls on Cabinet to organise an all-party delegation of 
elected representatives to attend a meeting with all relevant organisations to 
work towards a static Breast Screening Unit at FMH. 

Council also supports the aim of the petition by Sarah Sackman 
at http://petitions.barnet.gov.uk/breastscreening/ and encourages all members 
to sign it. 

Substantive Business Item to read: 

Council is appalled by the fact that the Mobile Breast Screening Unit was 
removed from its customary site at Finchley Memorial Hospital without any 
prior notice, discussion or consultation with stakeholders. 

Council is adamant that such a situation cannot possibly be permitted to be 
repeated and welcomes the “Lessons Learned Report” requested by the 
Health and Wellbeing Board and the urgent implementation of any actions 
recommended as a result. 

Council notes that due to the concerted efforts of many people from across 
the political spectrum NHS England have been persuaded to underwrite the 
costs involved in returning the Mobile Breast Screening Unit to the Finchley 
Memorial Hospital (FMH) site from 1st November 2013. 



Council also notes that at the Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee Meeting 
this was described as a temporary move while they sought other sites. 

Council believes that the only sustainable long-term solution is for a static unit 
to be based at FMH, and that at the recent Health & Well-Being Board Dr 
Clare Stephens, a member of the Clinical Commissioning Group Board, 
stated that a static unit was the best clinical solution. 

Council believes we must learn from Mike Freer MP's four year failure to 
deliver on his pledge, by leading a new campaign that is genuinely cross party 
and is not seen by health professionals as mere political posturing. 

Council therefore calls on Cabinet to organise an all-party delegation of 
elected representatives to attend a meeting with all relevant organisations to 
work towards a static Breast Screening Unit at FMH. 

Council also supports the aim of the petition by Sarah Sackman 
at http://petitions.barnet.gov.uk/breastscreening/ and encourages all members 
to sign it.  

 


